IDEXX
Literature Cover Sheet

IDEXX Library #: 5S

Topic: Colilert®/ Colisure™ New Zealand Approval

Author: Dr. Michael Taylor, Senior Advisor, Environment Public Health
Policy and Regulation, New Zealand Ministry of Health

Date: December 3, 1997
Source: Letter from the New Zealand Ministry of Health

Highlights:

e Colilert is approved for compliance testing drinking water derived from
surface and ground waters.

e Colisure is approved for testing drinking water from surface waters.

e “Presence/absence tests provide an attractive option for minimising (sic)
the cost of monitoring faecal (sic) coliforms.”
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Ref. N

Pinn-21.1
Attention Mr Rob Fallerton

Dear Mr Fullerton
RAr PRESENCESABSENCE TRSISFOR L ¢ors

This convmunication identilics the presencefabseice tests which the Ministry off
Health currently recognises as providing an acceptable alternative o the referec
analytical method for faccal coliforms that is specificd in Drinking-Werer Stamdords
Jor New Zealund 1995, Copics have been sent to public heatth services and local
authorities.

To demonstrate compliance with the Drinking-Hater Stendurds for New Zealand
1995 the water in a community drinking-water supply must meet the microbiologieal
reguitetnents of these Standards Tor 95% ol the ime. For the Priority 1 deternvinand
faccal coliforms. this requires ot least 59 favcal colilorm tests cach year, e, more
than one test each week, before 1 is possible to be 95% conlident that this is being
achieved. (Section 3.2, Guidelines for rinking-iVerer Onality Alunagement for
New Zealand).

Presence/absence tests provide an attractive option for minimising the cost of
monitoring faecal coliforms. llowever. before such methods can be used as an
acceptable allernative to the preseribed referee metbods. they must {irst have been
validated against these referee methods, (Section 3440, frinkine-Warer Standards
Jor New Zealand 1995).

Colilert®, Colisure® and Hach® tests carried out in accordance with  Protocol for
rinking-Water Monitoring Programmes based on Rapid Test Systems such as
Colilerf™/Colisire™. have been demanstrated (0 meet the eriteria o validation
against the referee methods specified in the Deinking-Water Standords jor New
Zealund 1995, Wellington, to the satisfaction of the Ministry of Health, as specitied
in Table 1.

Not al! methods can be used Tor all waters. Tahle 1 shows which methods have been
validated for surface waters. rool water anl groundwaler,
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Table 1 Applicability of Colilert™, Colisure™ and Hach® P/A tests

drinking-water drinking-water drinking-water
derived from derived from derived from
surface waters ground waters roof waters
TEST:
Colilert® v v -
Colisure® v - -
Hach® ¥ v v

Yours [aithfully

Dr Michael Taylor
Senior Advisor, Environment
Public Health Policy and Regulation
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