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Highlights: 
• Colilert is approved for compliance testing drinking water derived from 

surface and ground waters. 
• Colisure is approved for testing drinking water from surface waters. 
• "Presence/absence tests provide an attractive option for minimising (sic) 

the cost of monitoring faecal (sic) coliforms." 
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This communication idcntitit.·s the Jll'f..'SCIH.:c/ah~ent.:~: tests \\hidl tht· Ministry ol 
Health currently recognises a..;; providing an acccptahlc altcrnntivc h.l the rc!Crc~: 

analytical method for faecal coli forms that is specified in IJriHkiu~-Water ,\'tandanl,

for New Zealand /995. Copies have been sent to puhlic hcnlth scn·ices and local 
authorities. 

lo demonstrate compliance \Vith the l>rink;,Jg-lf'all'r ,\'iandattl\· _fin· New /.ealamf 
1995 the wnter in a cotnmunity drinking.-wah..'r supply mu~t mc~t the mil·whitll·ogkal 
requirement• of lhci<C Standnrds fi>r '!5% of the time. For the Priority I dc:tc:nninand 
ltu .. -cal colillmns. this fC1.JUircs nt least 59 fil..:t:al colifonn tests each year. i~~ morl~ 

than nne tc~t cm.:h week. hcllm:' it is possible tn he t)_"%~ conlidl'nl that this is ht~ing 
achieved. (Section 3.2. Uuidelim!s .fin· J>rink.iu}!-IJ"alt•r (}twlity !dallllRt'mr•nl ./en
Nell' lea/and). 

Presence/absence tests provide an aunu:tive option l(H· minimising the cost or 
monitoring faecal colifurms. llowcvcr. hcforc ~uch mcth<>ll< can he used as an 
acceptable alternative to the prescribed refere-e methods. they must first have been 
validatctl agaim:t these rciCrcc methods. (Section 1.4.4.l. J>rinking-ll"afl'1' Standarcl.\· 
filr New Lea/aucl 1 9V5). 

Colilert1
!1, Colisure1~ and llach111

l tl"'sts carried out in accordnnce with Protm:ol.f(n· 
/)r;nkin~- Wal<'r A-fonitoring Pro,t.!rW1Wie.\· hased tm l?a,id Test .\:1·Ml'ms snch as 
( 'ofih·r~/( 'a/i,\"lll'£''"1

• have hl'CH <.k'l1lll11Stn.11L't.l lO llll"\.'t tfll· niteria or vnlhfntlon 
ag~tinl'it the rc{Crcc mdlmds specified in tlw /Jrin/dJJg-lrufer Standanlv .fiJr Neu· 

/.ca/aml/9fJ5. WcHingttm, ((1 the sati:ililc1itm of the Ministry t,fJkalth. as SJK"'l'itic<l 
in Table 1. 

Not all methods can he u.scd for all waters. Tuhlc 1 shows which mctlwds have been 
validated for surJflcc waters. ronf"watcr ami groum.lwatcr. 
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